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OUR MISSION

As a Virginia Main Street non-profit, the Staunton Downtown 
Development Association nurtures a culturally vibrant and economically 
robust Downtown.  

The SDDA’s Vision is to connect customers, entrepreneurs, residents 
and visitors, making Downtown Staunton a genuine community hub.

OUR VISION

Photographs used throughout this report are courtesy of multiple talented, local artists. This includes, 
but is not limited to, Geoff L Johnson Photography, Queen City Photography, John K. Craft, Kyle Yates 
Photography, and Hannah Joy Photography. 
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Agreement 
with the City of 

Staunton

VIEW ONLINE

The agreement linked below and on the following pages comprise the July 1, 2022 
through June 30, 2023 fiscal year agreement between the City of Staunton and 
the Staunton Downtown Development Association. This agreement is updated 
annually in June. 

https://www.stauntondowntown.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/SDDA-FY23-Agreement-with-Staunton-City.pdf
https://www.stauntondowntown.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/SDDA-FY23-Agreement-with-Staunton-City.pdf
https://www.stauntondowntown.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/SDDA-FY23-Agreement-with-Staunton-City.pdf
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Board of directors & STAFF

Len Doran
Immediate Past President, 
Organization Chair
2nd Term, Expires 2023
P.O. Box 1481 
Staunton, VA 24401
(540) 849-4457
Len.Doran@gmail.com

Claire Richardson
Vice President
1st Term, Expires 2023

643 Parkview Ave. 
Staunton, VA 24401
(540) 294-5531
Claireavey@gmail.com

Liesel Crosier
Secretary
1st Term, Expires 2022

Associate VP for External Affairs
Mary Baldwin University
(540) 280-8702
lcrosier@marybaldwin.edu

Tammy Warren
Treasurer
2nd Term, Expires 2023

38 North Central Ave.
Staunton, VA 24401
(540) 471-2166
Tammy.Warren@bankatcity.com

Jessica Godsie Sawyers
President, Promotions Chair
2nd Term, Expires 2023

112 South New St. 
Staunton, VA 24401
(540) 466-0797
jesssaw@live.com

Sarah Lynch
Economic Vitality Chair
1st Term, Expires 2023

9 West Beverlet St. 
Staunton, VA 24401
(540) 292-2251
slynch1111@gmail.com

Brad Arrowood
Design Chair
2nd Term, Expires 2023

236 Fillmore St. 
Staunton, VA 24401
(540) 292-1998
bradarrowood@gmail.com

mailto:Len.Doran%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:Claireavey%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:lcrosier%40marybaldwin.edu?subject=
mailto:Tammy.Warren%40bankatcity.com?subject=
mailto:jesssaw%40live.com?subject=
mailto:slynch1111%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:bradarrowood%40gmail.com?subject=
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Andrea Oakes
City Council Liason

P.O. Box 1879
Staunton, VA 24402-1879
(540) 480-6013
oakesaw@ci.staunton.va.us

Michele Waitier
Assistant Executive 
Director

1 East Beverley St.
Staunton, VA 24401
(540) 332-3867
michele@stauntondowntown.org

Leslie Beauregard
Ex Officio

116 West Beverley St.
Staunton, VA 24401
(540) 448-1103
beauregardlm@ci.staunton.va.us

Greg A. Beam
Executive Director

311 North Lewis St.
Staunton, VA 24401
(540) 448-3724
greg@stauntondowntown.org

Hannah Green
Marketing Freelancer

1 East Beverley St.
(443) 684-0974
info@hannahjoyphotos.com

Ellen Ashby
Finance Manager

1 East Beverley St. 
Staunton, VA 24401
(540) 332-3867
bookkeeper@stauntondowntown.org

mailto:oakesaw@ci.staunton.va.us
mailto:michele%40stauntondowntown.org?subject=
mailto:greg%40stauntondowntown.org?subject=
mailto:info%40hannahjoyphotos.com?subject=
mailto:bookkeeper@stauntondowntown.org
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Annual Report 
july 2020 - june 2021

VIEW ONLINE

Each year, the SDDA staff puts together an annual report for public consumption. 
This report goes over successes and lists the supporters from the previous fiscal 
year. This year, we highlighted the 2020 floods, the holiday season, changes in 
SDDA staff, and the continuity of the SDDA response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
All supporters listed have either paid into the SDDA membership plan, are property 
owners in the historic district or donated in some way to the organization. 

https://www.stauntondowntown.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Annual-Report-2020-2021-1.pdf
https://www.stauntondowntown.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Annual-Report-2020-2021.pdf
https://www.stauntondowntown.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Annual-Report-2020-2021.pdf
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Top: SDDA Board  Member Sarah Lynch poses for a photo 
with Staunton business owners at the Women Empowering 
Women event. Bottom Left: Chicano Boy owner poses for a 
photo with U.S. Senator Tim Kaine during his visit to Staunton. 
Bottom Right: A child waves to Santa in the Santa’s 
Downtown workshop window during the 2020 holiday season.

The Staunton Downtown Development Association was 
founded in 1993. The original Strategic Plan is in the files 
of the organization. It is interesting to note that the SDDA 
has remained closely aligned with the founding plan.  The 
SDDA founding was assisted by the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation, the Virginia State Department of Housing and 
Community Development, the Historic Staunton Foundation, 
the City of Staunton, and many Staunton leaders.

The past several years have presented many unanticipated 
challenges. The SDDA has always responded quickly to any 
catastrophes in the Downtown Service area. The pandemic 
was the first challenge in 2020. The Board of Directors of 
the SDDA along with other community leaders brainstormed 
ways to decrease the impact of COVID-19 on the Downtown 
merchants. As a result of this discussion, the Shop and Dine 
Out program was created alongside the City of Staunton and 
with the support of City Council. We know that the impact 
of this outdoor dining program was most positive on the 
restaurants and other merchants.

And then came the floods! Twice in the month of August 2020, 
areas of the downtown flooded. Once again, the SDDA moved 
into action. The collaboration of so many organizations made 
the task of water mitigation and clean up much easier. The 
SDDA staff and board members walked the flooded areas, 
met with business and property owners and determined what 
materials they needed to get back to business. 
And now here is the happy part of this note, Christmas 2020. 
Last year, SDDA was able to bring the holiday spirit and 
Christmas to Downtown Staunton. With the support and help of the community, the SDDA was able to have Santa’s 
Workshop featuring Santa Claus in a storefront on Beverley. This enabled children and parents to have a visit with 
Santa in a totally Covid-safe environment. It was a significant project and the SDDA staff and volunteers made it 
all look easy.

To everyone who has been involved in the growth and successes of the Staunton Downtown Development Association 
for the last twenty-eight years, we give you our deepest thanks. We make Staunton Strong with the support of the 
entire community. If you have questions about SDDA, please contact Greg A. Beam, our Executive Director.

Leonard Doran
Leonard Doran, 2020-2021 SDDA Board President

2020-2021 Annual Report
Staunton downtown development association

1 East Beverley Street, Second Floor | (540) 332-3867 | info@stauntondowntown.org

Letter From the President
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Executive Director Greg Beam collaborated with volunteers 
and community organizations to assist in the creation of 
Santa’s Downtown Workshop, offered in downtown the first 
three Saturdays in December. Between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 2 p.m., individuals and families were invited to see 
Santa, Mrs. Claus and elves working in the storefront windows 
of 110 W. Beverley Street in downtown. This new, safe and 
socially distanced experience, allowed the community to still 
meander by and wave to Santa and friends as they prepared 
for Christmas. Children were also able to bring letters to 
Santa, which could be placed in a special Santa mailbox, 
located in front of the storefront during the hours of the 
event. Social media promotions and photos from the event 
reached over 5,000 people. Special thanks to ShenanArts, 
Oak Grove Theater, Restoration Anglican Church, Peter Wray 
(Triangle Realtors), and many others in the community who 
loaned vintage toys which added to the display, creating a 
very special holiday workspace for Santa! Santa’s Downtown 
Workshop was sponsored by City National Bank.

santa’s downtown workshoP

Highlights from the year

With approval from the Staunton Downtown Development Association (SDDA) Design Committee, Greg Beam worked 
with Beverley Street business owners as they agreed to partner with the SDDA, creating an updated approach to 
the annual Downtown Service District flower basket/planter program in the spring of 2021. The updates to the 
program allowed for a blend of both street level and hanging flowers and plantings—further enhancing the beauty 
of downtown. The SDDA contracted with Leslie Geer to provide botanical design and maintenance services for 
2021. Mr. Beam and Ms. Geer have remained in communication with City of Staunton Horticulturist Matt Sensabaugh 
seeking additional guidance and recommendations as the street level plantings started during April. The hanging 
baskets were placed at intersections by Memorial Day weekend. Additionally, in the coming months, SDDA will be 
ordering new banners to be used downtown, as the current banners are showing their age and need to be replaced, 
having been in use for more than 10 years. Kathy Frazier (Frazier Associates) and her team members have provided 
a few initial suggestions/concepts of new designs for street level banners downtown. SDDA Design Committee 
members are currently reviewing/discussing the designs and making recommendations for potential changes to the 
mock-ups. SDDA aims to place an order early summer for the replacement/new banners. Mr. Beam and Ms. Frazier 
(at the request of the Public Works Engineering Office) provided suggestions regarding the banner placement on 
new poles being installed on Central Avenue, as once the projects/upgrades are completed, new banners will be 
placed along Central Avenue as well.

design Committee

Top: Visitors to Santa’s Downtown workshop wave to Santa 
and Mrs. Claus during Saturdays in December 2020. Middle: 
Leslie Greer shows how to take care of the newly designed 
downtown flower baskets, a collaboration between her floral 
company and the SDDA Design Committee. Bottom: A toddler 
and his brother check out all of the toys in the window of 
Santa’s Downtown Workshop during the 2020 Saturdays in 
December event.
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In mid-May, it was announced that Hannah Adams, the then-SDDA Marketing Manager, stepped out of her role 
with SDDA. She graduated with a dual master’s degree in Public Health and Public Policy from the University of 
Virginia and joined Booz Allen Hamilton in Northern Virginia as a healthcare management consultant. Ms. Adams 
first joined the SDDA team in spring 2020 and immediately jumped in to help with the COVID-19 response, and 
later, the downtown floods. From there, she did a little bit of everything … helping with events, social media posts 
and developing the new membership program. Ms. Adams has shared that she most enjoyed getting to know all the 
business owners and community members that make Staunton great.

Michele Waitier was selected as the next SDDA Assistant Executive Director, with an official start date of June 1, 
2021. Ms. Waitier was the previous assistant executive director of Staunton’s Valley Mission Inc., a position which 
she held through the end of May 2021. With over 20 years of experience working and volunteering in local non-
profit organizations, Ms. Waitier has demonstrated the commitment, passion and experience that is needed to 
assist SDDA as it moves to the next level. Ms. Waitier was most looking forward to using her skills and knowledge in 
non-profit administration, to carry out the mission and vision of SDDA and continue the momentum the organization 
has generated within the community. Since joining the organization, Ms. Waitier has excelled in connecting with the 
community and learning about the needs of Downtown Staunton. We are so grateful for her hard work!

goodbye hannah, heLLo miCheLe

Our Staff & Board

2020-2021 staFF & board oF direCtors
Len Doran | President & Organization Chair
Robert Mortensen | Immediate Past President
Claire A. Richardson | Vice President
Tammy Warren | Treasurer
Liesel Crosier | Secretary
Sarah Lynch | Economic Vitality Chair
Jessica Godsie Sawyers | Promotions Chair

Brad Arrowood | Design Chair
Steve Rosenberg | Ex Officio
Mayor Andrea Oakes | City Council Liaison
Greg A. Beam | Executive Director
Michele Waitier | Assistant Executive Director
Ellen Ashby | Finance Manager
Hannah Adams | Outgoing Marketing Manager

Left: Outgoing Marketing Manager Hannah Adams takes a photo with the current SDDA Staff. Middle: Greg, Ellen  and Michele 
pose for a photo during the “Women Empowering Women” event at the end of June 2021. Right: Michele Waitier was named 
the new Assistant Executive Director of the SDDA in May 2021.
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City National Bank
event sPonsors

Thank You to our sponsors!

Anonymous
Carter Bank & Trust
Crossfit Staunton
Dorothy Duval Nelson 
Dupont Community Credit Union
Gretchen Bishop
Katri Heller
LD&B Insurance Agency
Network for Good
Olivet Presbyterian Church
Ronald Ramsey
Sherrie Patterson
Staunton Youth Football League
Susan Boyd
Susan Haney

donors

104 Storage, LLC
13 W. Beverley St. LLC
24 S. New LLC
268 Central LLC
3MTKB LLC
9 South, LC
Air Land Sproul Real Estate
Altenergy Inc.
Amato, Emilio & Deborah R.
Augusta Foursquare LLC
B & G Investments, LLC
Baker & Arnold LLC
Bankert, Judd C. & Dabney A.
Barristers Row Real Estate LLC
BCS Holdings LLC
Beverley & New LLC
Beverly Hotel LLC
Boddie Noell Enterprises
Boden, Louis S. & Ellen
Borzelleca, Joseph F. Jr. & 
Brock, Ellen L.
Bowman, William L.

ProPerty owners

Boyd W. Thompson Jr. Trust
Brady, Rosemary M.
BRLR VA, LLC
Burnett Land Company 
Caldwell, Debra D.
Cecil, Richard Alan Jr.
Chlodie LLC
Church, St. Francis of Assisi
Clearway, LLC
Clem, Catharine H. Hankla
Cochran, H.C. Stuart
Cocke, Robert Wilford Jr.
Commonwealth Holdings, LLC
Community Bank
Community Federal Savings
County of Augusta
Court Square Real Estate LLC
Cox, Timothy W.
Creamery Building LLC
Cuquivilla LLC
Dace Properties LLC
Dahl, Allen P. & Carolyn M.
Dandridge, Bernice Newman
Dandridge Family Trust
Detamore Properties LLC
Digstaunton LLC
Dooms, Carroll R. & Carol C.
Duncan, William M. etal, Trustees
East Beverley Company
Economic Development 
Authority of the City of 
Staunton
Edificio LLC
EHC Properties LLC
El Futuro, LLC
Elder, Bruce A. & Catherine M.
EMPC Properties LLC
F & M Bank- Massanutten
FHH LLC
First Bank
First VA Bank of Augusta
Five First Cousins LLC
Flynn, Mary C.

Foster, Dwight E.
Fox Estates LLC
Gerber, John K & Rivera, Gloria
God Will Provide Rentals LLC
Grantier, Kelly R.
Great Road of Virginia LLC
Hanger, James B. III & Priscilla C.
Harris, Matthew Mark
Hoffman, Donald K. & Susan D.
Hojka Properties LLC
Honey Hill LLC
Hunter, Charles S. III
Iron Front Condominium
Jackson, Cornelius V.
John M. Reid Revocable Trust
Joyce M. Eavers Family, LLC
Justice Real Estate LLC
Keystone Virginia Inc.
Kilbourn, Mason R. & Valerie F.
Kings Daughters Hospital
Landis, Janice K.
Larner Loft LLC
Lex Building
Lyle Properties L.C.
Lyndan LLC
Mary Baldwin University
Masonic Boom LLC
Mayz, Allan J. & Kathy D.
MB Land Co., LLC
McCary, Earl R.
McCray, Arthur G. & Pamela J.
Metz, David R. & Deborah T.
MH Staunton LLC
Middlehill LLC
Mikas Chalet LLC
Mill St. LLC
Miller, Richard T. & Barbara J.
Monkwell House LLC
Morgan, David Brian
Morocha LLC
New Theatre, LP
Nico, LLC
Norfolk Real Estate Venture LLC
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North Mountain Holdings LLC
Old Y LLC
One 15 East Beverley, LLC
OTBP Investments LLC
Pad Rentals LLC
Phoenix 2, LLC
Pinnacle Fund LLC
Planters Bank & Trust Co.
Pump Street LLC
Pump Street Properties LLC
Raelsa I LLC
Raelsa II LLC
Ramsey Investments LC
Redbeard Brewing Company 
LLC
Rel Properties LLC
Rhafiri, Said & Donna
Roberts, Helen G.
Roberts, Roy D. III & Barbara A.
Rose, Colin A.
Sansone, Philip A.
Sarnelle, Dean S.
Schmid Building, LLC
Schwarting, Sue & Richard
Schwartz, David L.
Scrogham, Weldon W. & Phyllis T
Shafer, Elizabeth H.
Shaffer, Daniel J. etal
Shenandoah Valley Club of 
Deaf
Shenandoah Valley Pike LLC
Shenandoah Valley Real Estate 
LLC
Shiflett, Harry F. & Susan C.
Shuler Land Company, LLC
Skillman, Keni
Skillman, Kenneth H.
Slate Hill LLC
Spitler, Steve W.
Staunton Hotel LLC
Staunton Innovation Hub LLC
Staunton School of 
Cosmetology
Staunton Visulite, LLC
Stripling, C. Robert III & Mary A.
Sumner, Angelia K.
Sun Capitol LLC
Sunspots Pavillion LLC
Synchronicity, LLC

Taetzsch, Edward J. & Elaine D.
Taylor J. Forester
Taylor, James T. et al.
The Old Firehouse Properties
Theiss, Gary R.
Three Twenty Associates
Thurston and Lovey Inc.
Trainum, Mary D.
Trotter Tavern LLC
Twenty Nine East LLC
Valley Area Community Support 
Inc
Vaughn, William L. & Peggy C.
Virginia Building L.C.
Walls Building LLC
Wash J & L Inc.
WCS Properties Inc.
Weatherman, John R.Weeks, 
Susan B.
West Beverley 123 LLC
West, Kimberly R
Wittmann, Walter P. & Claudia 
L.
Witz, LLC
Worthington Investments LLC

AugustaK9Trails, LLC
Birch Gardens Assisted Living
Dynamic DXS LLC
Lift Mattress Co
Marion’s Candles
Mediation in Motion LLC
Newtown Baking and Kitchen
Paris Cake Company/ Table 44
Silver Line Theatre Exchange
Staunton Farmers’ Market
The Art of Living & Dying LLC
The Blackburn Inn
The Well Balanced Paw

ProPerty renters

As a Main Street America™ 
Accredited program, the Staunton 

Downtown Development Association 
SDDA is a recognized leading 

program among the national network 
of more than 1,200 neighborhoods 
and communities who share both a 

commitment to creating high-quality 
places and to building stronger 

communities through preservation-
based economic development. All 
Main Street America™ Accredited 
programs meet a set of National 

Accreditation Standards of 
Performance as outlined by the 
National Main Street Center.
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EVENT REPORTs 
july 2021- June 2022

In lieu of the traditional activity reports, the SDDA has compiled all relevant  
information on  events and happenings that occurred from July through December 
2021. Each event will have relevant information and pictures included in heir 
report. Events in this section include:

• Shop & Dine Out in Downtown
• Visit by U.S. Senator Tim Kaine
• Women Empowering Women
• Vax the Valley
• Fall Happenings
• Veteran’s Day
• Small Business Saturday
• Staunton Christmas Parade
• Saturdays in December
• Reindeer Hunt and Santa’s Mailbox
• Spring “Hoppenings” and “That Downtown Chick”
• New Downtown Banners
• THE SPACE & The Little Truck
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Shop & Dine Out in 
Downtown

SDDA continued to coordinate with the City Manager’s Office, as well as the City’s Tourism, Economic 
Development, Public Works and Police departments, to manage and promote the weekly Shop & Dine Out 
in Downtown initiative throughout the summer and early fall of 2021. Marketing of the initiative included:
• Marketing & Promotions
• Sandwich boards used to designate curbside locations and remind folks about social distancing
• A webpage for the community with all the pertinent information
• Social media posts about the program

SDDA collaborated with the City of Staunton as adjustments were made to the program guidelines, 
allowing sidewalks to remain open to pedestrians during the weekend street closures.  

SDDA will partner with the City’s Tourism Department to develop a survey again in early January 2022, 
allowing community members and downtown stakeholders to share feedback and recommendations as 
the City considers the possible continuation of the initiative in spring 2022.

overview

Top Left: The new logo for Shop & Dine Out in Downtown, debuted in 2021. Bottom Left: Patrons of Yelping Dog Wine enjoy 
Shop & Dine Out in Downtown in the late evening glow. Right: Patrons of Blu Point Seafood Co. enjoy an al fresco dinner during  
Shop & Dine Out in Downtown.

https://www.stauntondowntown.org/shop-and-dine-out-in-downtown/
https://www.stauntondowntown.org/shop-and-dine-out-in-downtown/
https://www.facebook.com/Yelping-Dog-Wine-238092333020817/
https://blupointseafoodco.com/
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Vax the valley
July 24, 2021

SDDA partnered with Central Shenandoah Health District (CSHD) and Augusta Health to create and host a 
new three-part music series across Staunton, Waynesboro, and Augusta County named “VAX THE VALLEY.”  
The purpose of the event was to serve as a COVID-19 clinic for the community, for ages 12 and up to get 
vaccinated and to receive information provided by trained staff members of Augusta Health and CSHD. 
The first of the three-part series was held Saturday, July 24 (4PM-7PM) at Sunspots Pavilion in downtown 
Staunton.

overview

Left: The weekend’s events are listed on the graphic originally used for Facebook. Right: An event volunteer chalks “VAX THE 
VALLEY” on the sidewalk in preparation for the event.

VAX THE VALLEY was made possible with support from community partners providing local talent and 
food, and businesses in the area provided raffles and prizes. The event featured fun activities for kids and 
families and was free, open admission to all.

“The Vax the Valley event is a celebration of how far we’ve come in the vaccine 
rollout from COVID-19, and it’s also an opportunity for us to go even further,” 
said Population Health Community Coordinator for the Central Shenandoah 
Health District Laura Lee Wight. “So we wanted to bring people together, have 
an opportunity to celebrate the vaccine, and then also provide them with an 
opportunity to get vaccinated if they haven’t done so already.”

in the Press

WHSV Augusta Free Press WMRA & WEMC

https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/central-shenandoah/
https://www.augustahealth.com/
https://www.facebook.com/sunspotspavilion/events/
https://www.whsv.com/2021/07/14/vax-valley-event-celebrate-vaccine-success-offer-on-site-vaccinations/
https://augustafreepress.com/vax-the-valley-local-effort-to-boost-covid-19-vaccine-numbers/
https://www.wmra.org/community-calendar/event/677568#stream/0
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Top Left: Presenters speak to attendees during the event. Middle Left: A volunteer staffs a COVID-19 Vaccine Information table during 
the event. Bottom Left: Event goers listen to live music. Top Right: Attendees mingle with others and learn more about COVID-19 
vaccination. Middle Right: 14 lbs. plays a set during the event. Bottom Right: Laura Lee Wight and Issac Izillo pose for a photo.
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Fall happenings
in downtown staunton

Building off of the success during the Fall Happenings campaign in 2020, SDDA once again promoted 
fall happenings and fun in downtown Staunton during October, sponsored by DuPont Community Credit 
Union. Activities included: 

• BE YOURSELF in Downtown Staunton - The SDDA encouraged individuals and families to visit 
downtown dressed in their “Halloween Best” during the three Saturdays which led up to Halloween, 
October 16, 23 and 30. Individuals and families were encouraged to take selfies and tag SDDA on 
social media:  #sdda #stauntondowntown #downtownishome 

• Virtual Halloween Costume Contest - The SDDA partnered with Staunton Parks and Recreation 
Department to offer a virtual costume contest. Deadline to submit photos for the virtual costume 
contest was October 27, 2021. Prizes were awarded by SDDA in the following 6 categories: Self-Made 
Costume $75-1st place, $50-2nd place, $25-3rd place, Purchased/Store Bought Costume $25, Group 
Costume $25, and People’s Choice $25. Winners were announced November 1, 2021. Winners selected 
which downtown business that they wanted to receive the gift certificate (in designated amount). 
Online registration/details were listed here and here. 

• Pumpkin Scavenger Hunt - Participating downtown businesses hid/displayed pumpkins in their store 
windows October 21-31, 2021. Individuals and families had the opportunity to count the number of 
pumpkins and then were to submit their guesses online, in an attempt to win a $75 gift certificate to their 
favorite downtown business. SDDA received a total of 10 responses, resulting in 1 winning entry which 
accurately guessed the total number of pumpkins (208) displayed in a total of 18 participating businesses. 

• Themed, Strolling Characters - The SDDA once again partnered with Medieval Fantasies Company, 
coordinating costumed individuals who strolled throughout downtown from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on 
Saturday, October 16, 2021. 

SDDA also supported (via discussion/brainstorm and online promotions/listings) another fall event/activitiy 
entitled CIDERS & SPIDERS, which ultimately transformed into Spiders, Bats and Black Cats Halloween Fun 
Day on Sat. Oct. 23 (10am-2pm) at the Woodrow Wilson Presidential Library and Museum, sponsored by 
Medieval Fantasies Company.

overview

in the Press WHSV

Right: A photo of a family trick-or-treating in Downtown Staunton is displayed 
on a social media graphic used to promote Fall Happenings in Downtown 
Staunton. Photos for this campaign were photographed by John Craft.

https://www.mydccu.com/
https://www.mydccu.com/
https://rec.ci.staunton.va.us/ParksRec_Live/Home/Class/ClassDetailsById/787
https://www.facebook.com/events/554828975774817
https://www.woodrowwilson.org/
https://www.medievalfantasiesco.com/
https://www.whsv.com/2021/10/07/city-staunton-sdda-prepares-activities-fall-holidays/
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Top Left: Themed characters from Medieval Fantasies Co. stroll the streets of Downtown Staunton. Top Middle: Fall events 
are listed on sandwich boards throughout Downtown. Top Right: Chris Pugh from Medieval Fantasies Co. poses for a photo 
with the Fall Happenings sandwich board. Middle Left: A toddler poses for a photo in his Staunton Fire & Rescue Halloween 
costume. He was the People’s Choice Winner  for 2021. Bottom Left: A father and son duo pose for a photo in their Frankenstein 
Halloween costumes. They won the Self-Made Costume Contest for 2021. Bottom Right: The SDDA crew pose for a photo 
outside their office donning their best Halloween attire.

https://www.medievalfantasiesco.com/
https://www.medievalfantasiesco.com/
https://www.ci.staunton.va.us/departments/staunton-fire-rescue


SDDA End-of-year report 202226

Veteran’s Day
november 11, 2021

The SDDA promoted Veterans Day-related happenings, events and promotions, as well as highlighted 
Veteran-owned downtown businesses through social media during November leading up to Veteran’s Day. 
SDDA encouraged the community to celebrate the entrepreneurial spirit and resilience of our veteran 
small business owners during National Veterans Small Business Week, Nov. 1-5, 2021. 

Veteran Owned/Operated businesses in downtown Staunton included (as of November 2021): Beverley 
Street Records & Collectibles, The Book Dragon Shop, Queen City Photography, Medieval Fantasies 
Company Gyfte Shoppe, Made; By the People, For the People, Beverley Cigar Store, Shenandoah Valley 
Brewing Company, Vic’s, Staunton Olive Oil Company, Crucible Coffee Roasters and Ox-Eye Vineyards 
Tasting Room. 

SDDA also supported/promoted a community-wide Veterans Day card collection, organized by Thomas-
Fields VFW Post 7814 which helped to provide cards for nearly 200 veteran residents in local nursing homes/
facilities. Handmade cards, posters, and banners were welcome. Cards were picked up from collection 
points during the afternoon of November 8th and delivered November 10, 2021. Collection Points included: 
STAUNTON: Beverly Cigar Store, The Book Dragon Shop, Crucible Coffee Roasters, and Nuckols Gun Works. 
VERONA: Stonewall Brigade Museum. STUARTS DRAFT: Sooners BBQ and DAPS. FISHERSVILLE: Who’s Next 
Barbershop. WAYNESBORO: South River Fly Shop and Zeus Digital Theaters

overview

Left: The Small Business Administration created this graphic for National Veterans Small Business Week. It was utilized on social 
media. Right: Volunteers from the Thomas-Fields VFW Post 7814 collected and provided thank you cards for nearly 200 veterans 
residing in area nursing homes. 

https://www.facebook.com/Beverley-Street-Records-Collectibles-460449577647651/
https://www.facebook.com/Beverley-Street-Records-Collectibles-460449577647651/
https://www.thebookdragonshop.com/
https://queencityphoto.com/
https://www.facebook.com/MedievalFantasiesCompanyMarketPlace/
https://www.facebook.com/MedievalFantasiesCompanyMarketPlace/
https://www.made-va.com/
https://beverleycigarstore.com/
https://www.shenvalbrew.com/
https://www.shenvalbrew.com/
https://www.facebook.com/vicseats/
https://stauntonoliveoilcompany.com/
https://cruciblecoffee.com/
https://www.oxeyevineyards.com/
https://www.oxeyevineyards.com/
https://www.facebook.com/VFWPost7814/
https://www.facebook.com/VFWPost7814/
https://www.facebook.com/VFWPost7814/
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Shop small saturday 
november 27, 2021

Staunton City Council shared a proclamation at their November 11 meeting, that Saturday, November 27, 
2021 would be recognized as Small Business Saturday in the City of Staunton. SDDA Executive Director 
Greg Beam was in attendance to receive the proclamation from Mayor Andrea Oakes. SDDA shared 
the organization will continue to encourage the community to shop, stay and play local in our beautiful 
community. 

The SDDA kicked off the 2021 holiday season with a little cheer and celebrated the many wonderful 
downtown businesses and organizations during Small Business Saturday, November 27. SDDA encouraged 
the community to shop, stay and play local in historic and hip downtown Staunton. 

As part of the new Shop Small Saturday marketing, SDDA collaborated with Ms. Louise Pollack and the 
National Honor Society (NHS) students at Staunton High School---who volunteered to dress as festive 
hybrids of elves and cheerleaders---becoming official SDDA “elfies”. 

The Elfie Squad worked on a Small Business Saturday project—”Bring a Little Cheer to Downtown Staunton.” 
The group visited multiple downtown businesses and made videos highlighting Staunton on TikTok. The Elfies 
were also present at the three Saturdays in December events, working with the children and families and 
taking their pictures with Santa. The NHS students also had the help of a few “Mini Elfies” during Saturdays 
in December, three young ladies from A.R. Ware Elementary School and Shelburne Middle School who also 
shared their time to bring the Christmas spirit to the visitors to the Santa Sites. 

Several downtown businesses were part of the Small Business Saturday Tiktok campaign. Those businesses 
were Design @ Nine, Woodrow Wilson Presidential Library, Essentially Zen, The Well Balanced Paw, Redwood 
Co, The Book Dragon, BAJA Bean and H.L. Lang. The videos garnered a lot of views with a few having over 
a 1,000 views!! 

overview

Left: Mayor Andrea Oakes presents Mr. Greg A. Beam with a Proclamation from the City of Staunton. Right: The Elfie Squad 
pose for a photo with staff at H.L. Lang & Co.

Visit SDDA 
on TikTok

https://www.facebook.com/designatnine/
https://www.woodrowwilson.org/
https://www.essentiallyzen.shop/
https://www.facebook.com/wellbalancedpaw/
https://shopredwoodandco.com/
https://shopredwoodandco.com/
https://www.thebookdragonshop.com/
https://www.bajabean.com/
http://www.hllang.com/
http://www.hllang.com/
https://www.tiktok.com/@stauntondowntown
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The Staunton Christmas Parade returned to downtown Staunton on Monday, November 29, organized 
with support from the Staunton Kiwanis Club. The SDDA selected brothers Joseph and Chapman 
Williams of Williams Brothers Tree and Lawn Service to serve as the Grand Marshals of the 2021 
Staunton Christmas Parade. The parade was sponsored by Columbia Gas of Virginia. More than 
106 organizations/businesses (including Santa) completed their applications to participate in the 
2021 parade. Parade goers cheered as Santa arrived in his newly refurbished sleigh, painted by 
Shiflett’s Auto Repair & Body Shop, styled by ShenanArts and sponsored by McKee Foods. Santa’s 
Sleigh was pulled by his 9 faithful reindeer, who were sponsored by Baja Bean Co., Shenandoah 
Dermatology, Bears & Blankets Academy of Learning, Lift Mattress, The Blackburn Inn, Tammy Warren 
(In Memory of Robert Warren), Shiflett’s Auto Repair and CMA’s Valley Dealerships. An official 
ribbon cutting to kick-off the parade was held at 7 p.m. the night of the parade, led by the Grand 
Marshals, Mayor Andrea Oakes, SDDA staff and representatives of Columbia Gas of Virginia. 

overview

Staunton Christmas Parade
November 29, 2021

“Columbia Gas is proud to be the presenting sponsor for the 2021 Staunton 
Christmas Parade. This is a beloved tradition which has brought joy to many 
residents over the decades. As last year’s parade was unfortunately canceled, 
this year’s theme of ‘A Welcome Home Christmas’ is most fitting and truly 
exciting for our community.... As a long time partner in providing safe and 
reliable energy to this community we’re pleased to join the Staunton Downtown 
Development Association and the Staunton Kiwanis Club as sponsors.” - Brent 
Archer, President, Columbia Gas 

Left: The Staunton Christmas Parade was sponsored by Columbia Gas. Right: Santa’s sleigh was sponsored by McKee Foods. 

https://k00794.site.kiwanis.org/
http://williamsbrotherstree.com/
https://www.stauntondowntown.org/staunton-christmas-parade/
https://www.columbiagasva.com/
http://shifletts-body.edan.io/
https://shenanarts.org/
https://www.mckeefoods.com/www
https://www.bajabean.com/
https://www.shenandoahdermatology.com/
https://www.shenandoahdermatology.com/
https://bearsandblanketsinc.com/
https://www.liftmattress.com/
https://blackburn-inn.com/
http://shifletts-body.edan.io/
https://www.cmasvalleycdjr.com/
https://www.columbiagasva.com/
https://www.columbiagasva.com/
https://www.mckeefoods.com/www
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“The McKee Foods family is proud to be a part of the Staunton Christmas Parade 
again this year! There’s nothing like bringing smiles and seeing the joyful faces 
of our friends and families in the community!” - Cindy Campbell, HR Services 
Supervisor, McKee Foods Inc. 

Top Left: The Grand Marshals prepare to cut the Staunton Christmas Parade ribbon. Top Right: Santa waves to the crowd from 
his sleigh during the Christmas Parade. Bottom Left: Two Christmas elves pose for a photo after the parade finishes. Middle 
Right: A close-up of Rudolph’s red nose as it illuminates the parade route. Bottom Right: Parade participants pose for a photo 
at the conclusion of the parade.
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Saturdays in December
Dec. 4, 11, 18 | throughout downtown

The SDDA expanded upon the success of the 2020 Saturdays in December event programming, adding 
three “Santa Sites” to the 2021 schedule of events and happenings in downtown Staunton. Activities, 
were scheduled for Saturdays, December 4, 11 and 18 between 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. throughout 
downtown Staunton. Highlights included (but were not limited to) the Staunton-Augusta Winter Market, 
strolling holiday characters, musicians, performers, and youth focused activities. 

SDDA opted to position the Santa Sites throughout the DSD to encourage further reach/exposure of the 
entire downtown for event goers/visitors. The idea of stretching the activities and happenings throughout 
the entire district continues to share and/or remind the community and visitors of the various areas/
aspects of the district. This continues to be one of the goals of the SDDA when planning events. 

SDDA coordinated with volunteers from Medieval Fantasies Company, Queen City Music Studios and the 
Stonewall Brigade Band to provide strolling characters, carolers and music throughout downtown during 
December, adding to the holiday magic and charm for community members and visitors. Jack Reid and 
Davis Reid shared their musical talents with the SDDA, singing at all three Santa Sites during December. 

SDDA continued to communicate with Staunton Farmers’ Market Manager Ashley Malcom, coordinating 
promotional efforts for the market’s second Winter Market, which was held from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m. the first 
three Saturdays in December. SDDA promoted the Winter Market online and via social media and radio, 
and in print and street signage. 

Local artist Candace Christy shared her talents by creating a special Staunton Saturdays in December 
map, highlighting the 2021 Santa Sites. Ms. Christy’s map was distributed throughout downtown during 
December as well as through social media outlets. Individuals and families shared that they enjoyed using 
the Staunton map to discover the various locations as they meandered throughout downtown during 
Saturdays in December. Ms. Christy is already planning to create a map for the 2022 events!

overview

Left: Two members of the Elfie Squad pose for a photo during the event. Middle: Three winter-themed characters from 
Medieval Fantasies Co. stroll throughout Downtown Staunton. Right: Onlookers glance in the windows at Santa’s Downtown 
Workshop.

https://www.medievalfantasiesco.com/
https://www.queencitymusicstudios.com/
https://www.stonewallbrigadeband.com/
https://stauntonfarmersmarket.org/
https://www.medievalfantasiesco.com/
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Top Left: This graphic depicts the events for the month of December and was used to create sandwich boards. Bottom Left: Volunteers 
from the WWPL pose for a photo at Santa’s Cottage. Top Right: Staunton High School FCCLA volunteers dress in holiday-themed 
outfits and greet visitors to Santa’s Cottage. Middle Right: Members of the Elfie Squad pose for a photo with Mr. and Mrs. Claus 
at Santa’s Downtown Workshop. Bottom Right: This map, created by Candace Christy, depicts the Saturdays in December events. 

https://www.woodrowwilson.org/
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Saturdays in December
Candy cane courtyard | Dec. 4

overview

Top Left: Friends pose for a photo with Mr. and Mrs. Claus on Santa’s sleigh. Bottom Left: Santa’s sleigh sits in Candy Cane 
Courtyard outside City National Bank. Middle: A child visits with Santa’s reindeer before telling Santa what he wanted for 
Christmas. Top Right: The staff of Blue Ridge Casa pose for a photo beside their table. Bottom Right: Members of the Elfie 
Squad pose for a photo outside Santa’s sleigh in Candy Cane Courtyard.

SDDA coordinated Santa’s Sleigh & Reindeer to be on display in Candy Cane Courtyard at City National 
Bank (38 N. Central Avenue, Staunton), on Saturday, December 4, 2021 sponsored by City National Bank. 
Representatives from City National Bank were on-hand providing free, fun activities for kids. Blue Ridge 
CASA team members provided delicious cookies as treats and helped as children wrote letters to Santa 
at a special holiday letter writing station. An estimated 200 individuals, families (and a few pets) enjoyed 
free photos with Santa and Mrs. Claus on Santa’s newly refurbished sleigh. The SDDA’s elfiesquad offered 
support by taking the photos on the phones of those posing for photos, so that there was no charge for 
those who stopped by for the event.

“We participated because City has always been involved in the Sparkles & Sweets/November 
Downtown Event. We actually considered that to be our “signature event”. Each City National Branch 
needs to have a minimum of one large (“signature” ) event each year. We were discussing doing 
something in the warmer weather…but when the SDDA started the Saturdays in December, and of 
course Candy Cane Court…it simply fell into place for us. We enjoy being included in “Downtown”. 
City also enjoys being part of the local community and giving of our time whenever possible. We 
very much enjoyed the event this year, and look forward to this being an annual event! We continue 
to have customers comment on the Candy Cane Courtyard…they loved it!!!” - Ms. Tammy Warren, VP 
Branch Manager (Staunton), City National Bank 

https://www.bankatcity.com/
https://blueridgecasa.org/
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Saturdays in December
Santa’s cottage | Dec. 11

SDDA designed and created Santa’s Cottage, located in “Gingerbread Gardens” at the Woodrow Wilson 
Presidential Library & Museum. SDDA was pleased that the WWPL staff allowed SDDA to transform the 
carriage house into “Santa’s Cottage” for December. WWPL staff tracked approximately 400 individuals 
and families that participated in activities, music and photo opportunities during the event which was 
sponsored by KK Homes. The KK Homes team were also on-hand sharing free pre-wrapped gingerbread 
cookies to those who participated. Jack Reid and Davis Reid provided some smooth tunes in the gardens 
as visitors enjoyed photo opportunities while friends frolicked through the gardens which were decked out 
with giant gingerbread inflatables and delightful cardboard gingerbread houses. 

Many families were in awe of the cottage and appreciated the time and effort of all that helped with 
the “Christmas Magic.” One family let SDDA staff member know that their family was from two different 
states, Pennsylvania and South Carolina. They chose to meet in Staunton to celebrate Christmas together. 
They fell in love with Staunton as they researched different areas on the internet. While researching they 
saw information about the Saturdays in December and made sure they came to Santa’s Cottage to get 
pictures of the whole family and the newly born grandchildren! They look forward to coming again and 
spending time in Staunton on future trips.

overview

Left: A visitor to Santa’s Cottage poses for a photo. Top Middle: Santa and members of his crew pose for a photo on the 
second floor of the WWPL. Bottom Middle: Santa’s mailbox, sponsored by Derek Flory of Mountain Valley Homes,  sat outside 
Santa’s Cottage. Right: Jack and Davis Reid play a set while visitors enjoy their visit with Santa. 

https://www.woodrowwilson.org/
https://www.woodrowwilson.org/
https://www.woodrowwilson.org/
https://www.kkhomes.com/
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Saturdays in December
Santa’s workshop | Dec. 18

Santa’s Downtown Workshop (18 S. New Street) next to Toyland Row provided FREE selfies with Santa, Mrs. 
Claus and friends. Children and adults were able to enjoy participating in activities such as face painting 
and making reindeer food which was provided by Bankers’ Insurance LLC. A few extra special friends that 
were in the alley, under the supervision of the Dragon Preservation Society of Staunton, were available to 
have their pictures taken with all that were interested. Once inside the workshop and after seeing Santa 
and friends, families and individuals were able to see the  miniature trains on display (and operating) from 
the Augusta County Railroad Museum & Augusta County Model Railroad Club.  Jack Reid and Davis Reid 
were available for one last Saturday to provide us with Christmas music while families enjoyed one last 
time of seeing Santa before Christmas. Santa’s Downtown Workshop was sponsored by our friends at 
Bankers Insurance LLC.

Many families expressed gratitude to SDDA staff and volunteers for their dedication to bring Christmas 
cheer and a safe environment for children and adults to see Santa and his North Pole friends. Several 
families came to multiple Saturdays and enjoyed being able to get a different experience each time!

overview

Top Left: Santa poses for a photo with the newest member of the Elfie Squad. Top Middle: Santa, Mrs Claus and an elf take 
a selfie during the festivities. Top Right: Santa and Mrs. Claus sit in Santa’s Downtown Workshop. Bottom Left, Middle and 
Right: Santa’s Downtown Workshop was decorated by toy from all decades. 

https://www.bankersinsurance.net/
https://www.medievalfantasiesco.com/dragon-preservation-society-of-staunton
https://www.virginia.org/listing/augusta-county-railroad-museum/6080/
https://www.whsv.com/2021/12/03/augusta-railroad-club-has-holiday-display-it-looks-permanent-home/
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REindeer hunt & 
Santa’s Mailbox

Santa’s Reindeer were playing hide and seek and the SDDA elves needed help to find them all! Each of 
the nine reindeer were hiding (in plain view) in various storefront/business windows throughout downtown 
Staunton from 12/5 through 12/21.  All 9 reindeer were found and we drew 9 names (you know, one for 
each reindeer). Each winner received a $25 gift card from their favorite Downtown Businesses. Santa’s 
Reindeer are sponsored by Baja Bean Co., Shenandoah Dermatology, Bears and Blankets Academy of 
Early Learning, LIFT Mattress Co Staunton VA, The Blackburn Inn and Conference Center, Shiflett’s Auto 
Body & Repair, CMA’s Valley Dealerships and in memory of Mr. Robert E. Warren.

reindeer hunt

Top Left: A child places their letter to Santa in the mailbox at Santa’s Cottage. Bottom Left: Santa’s reindeer are all lit up and ready for the 
Staunton Christmas Parade.  Middle: Santa’s Mailbox, sponsored by Derek Flory of Mountain Valley Homes, sits outside City National Bank in 
Candy Cane Courtyard. Top Right: One of Santa’s reindeer sits in the window of the Arcadia Project, ready for eager Reindeer Hunters to find 
it. Bottom Right: Santa’s Mailbox sits outside Santa’s Cottage.

Santa’s Mailbox allowed parents and children to bring letters for Santa when visiting downtown during 
Saturdays in December events. If they forgot their letter, each Saturday site had a letter writing station for 
those wishing to get in those last requests to Santa!! Children and adults were able to “mail” their letter-
-no postage was necessary!! Over 500 letters were left in Santa’s Downtown Mailbox during the 2021 
holiday season. Santa’s Downtown Mailbox was available at all three Santa Sites and was sponsored by 
Derek Flory of Mountain Valley Homes.

santa’s maiLbox

https://www.bajabean.com/
https://www.shenandoahdermatology.com/
https://bearsandblanketsinc.com/
https://bearsandblanketsinc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/LIFT-Mattress-Co-Staunton-VA-102771555350082/
https://blackburn-inn.com/
http://shifletts-body.edan.io/
http://shifletts-body.edan.io/
https://www.cmasvalleycdjr.com/
https://klinemay.com/directory/agents/derek-flory
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Spring Hoppenings & 
that downtown chick

During the spring of 2022, the SDDA developed family-friendly activities and “hoppenings” that occured 
throughout Downtown Staunton. Staunton-ites and visitors alike participated in the second annual 
Downtown Staunton Egg Hunt, where 30 participating downtown businesses hid eggs in their storefront 
windows. Egg hunters walked throughout downtown, counted all the visible eggs, and submitted their 
guesses to the SDDA. Three winners won a total of $150 toward gift cards at downtown businesses.

sPring “hoPPenings”

Left and Right: Families and friends pose for a photo with “That Downtown Chick” during spring 2022. Middle: The SDDA developed coloring 
pages to hand out to children after meeting “That Downtown Chick.” 

Spring 2022 brought a new friend to Downtown Staunton. “That Downtown Chick” made an appearance 
during Satruday mornings in the Historic District and posed for photos with fans and families alike. She also 
handed out coloring pages to children for them to enjoy a fun, spring activity. Staunton’s newest chick set 
up at the Statler Brother tribute stools, near the Downtown Staunton Farmer’s market. The SDDA is looking 
forward to inviting That Downtown Chick back to the district in Spring 2023.

“that downtown ChiCk”
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New downtown  
banners

new banners For downtown staunton

Left: The new banners are displayed along Frederick Street  in  Downtown  Staunton. Top Right: The originial mockups for the banners and colors  
used were provided by Frazier and Associates and approved by the SDDA Design Committee. Bottom Right: SDDA Executive Director stands 
alongside City of Staunton Director of Public Works Jeff Johnston and others during the banner unveiling in spring 2022.

New banners were installed on lampposts on Central Avenue during the last week in March by the City 
of Staunton, VA - Government, Public Works team. There are a total of 144 banners (6 different color 
combinations/images) throughout downtown. The new banners are replacing the sets which have been 
in place for the past 10 years. 
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Swinging the spotlight to the debut of THE SPACE this summer, the SDDA will open A Lil’ Statler Brothers 
Exhibit on Friday, July 1, 2022. This exhibit honors the Country Music Hall of Fame members and their roots 
in the Queen City. On special loan from the Statler Brothers and their families,  A Lil’ Statler Brothers 
Exhibit features a variety of items and memorabilia from the group’s career that spanned four decades — 
including some of their legendary costumes, stage equipment, books, a few never before seen photos and 
props from The Statler Brothers’ show on The Nashville Network. 

SDDA’s A Lil’ Statler Brothers Exhibit at THE SPACE offers visitors and residents an opportunity to step up, 
look through the glass (24 hours a day, 7 days a week) from either the New Street windows or inside the 
New Street parking garage. There is no access into THE SPACE for this particular exhibit, only the ability 
to lean in and look through the glass. Curtains officially opened on A Lil’ Statler Brothers Exhibit on Friday, 
July 1 and will run through Labor Day.

THE SPACE at 
35A South New Street

The SDDA partnered with the Department of Housing and Community Development to open THE SPACE, 
located at 35A South New Street in downtown Staunton. THE SPACE will serve as an evolving location for 
smaller exhibits, conversations and happenings. It is located beside the Staunton Visitors Center on New 
Street and features storefront windows from both the street and the New Street parking garage. SDDA 
invites individuals to step up and take a peek through the glass to check what’s happening this summer.

announCing - the sPaCe

beginning JuLy 1: a LiL’ statLer brothers exhibit

LEARN MORE 
ABOUT THE SPACE

READ THE FULL  
PRESS RELEASE

This exhibit was made possible by The Statler Brothers and their families, ShenanArts, Department of 
Housing and Community Development (DHCD), Virginia Mainstreet, Dwayne Brooks, BJ Waitier, John K. 
Craft, Jenna Brackman, Hunter Hanger, Michael Conner, City of Staunton (Government), Chip Clarke, and 
Sue Cornelius.

https://www.stauntondowntown.org/the-space/
https://www.stauntondowntown.org/the-space/
https://www.stauntondowntown.org/the-space/
https://mailchi.mp/stauntondowntown/press-release-sdda-opens-the-space-at-35a-south-new-street-5862184?fbclid=IwAR0q_USfjVBUN_cAgF_1SJnQhG5x2_nRStfE6OUed_-bg8CFFHkT-3KP37E
https://mailchi.mp/stauntondowntown/press-release-sdda-opens-the-space-at-35a-south-new-street-5862184?fbclid=IwAR0q_USfjVBUN_cAgF_1SJnQhG5x2_nRStfE6OUed_-bg8CFFHkT-3KP37E
https://mailchi.mp/stauntondowntown/press-release-sdda-opens-the-space-at-35a-south-new-street-5862184?fbclid=IwAR0q_USfjVBUN_cAgF_1SJnQhG5x2_nRStfE6OUed_-bg8CFFHkT-3KP37E
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Marketing & 
Promotions

Marketing & promotions included in this section include:

• Staunton Stories
• BE YOURSELF in Downtown Staunton
• Downtown is Home
• Elfie Squad
• Partnerships
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Staunton Stories

SDDA partnered with 106.3 WQSV to launch new radio segments/interviews, spotlighting local business 
owners’ and community members’ stories, strategies, and goals for the future. The radio interview series, 
Staunton Stories, is hosted by Greg Beam, SDDA Executive Director and produced by Ben Leonard, WQSV 
Station Manager. Staunton Stories airs on Thursdays at 6:00p.m. on 106.3 WQSV and are then archived on 
the Staunton Downtown Development Association’s website.

overview

Left: Sarah Skrobis sits in the WQSV studio for her Staunton Stories interview. Middle: WQSV is the co-sponsor for Staunton 
Stories and plays the program on Thursdays at 6pm. Right: Tarrod Dobbins talks to Greg Beam during his Staunton Stories interview.

List of Episodes
Ep. 19 - Sandi Cararo | Owner of The Book Dragon Shop
Ep. 18 - Justine Juart Lunsford | Downtown Staunton Resident
Ep. 17- Pamela McCray | Owner and Director of Staunton Academy of Ballet
Ep. 16- Jonathan Wright | Owner of Redbeard Brewing Company 
Ep. 15 - Jessica Sawyers | Owner of Mill Street Body & Soul Day Spa 
Ep. 14 - John Reece | Owner of Yelping Dog Wine and CFO Trading Company 
Ep. 13 - Sherrie Brown | Owner of Essentially Zen 
Ep. 12   Robin von Seldeneck | President & CEO of the Woodrow Wilson Presidential Library and Museum 
Ep. 11 - Tarrod Dobbins | Owner of Father & Sons Barbershop
Ep. 10 - Jim Call | Owner of Queen City Photography
Ep. 9 - Sarah Skrobis | Director of the Staunton Public Library
Ep. 8 - Janie Ballurio | Former Owner of The Bookstack 
Ep. 7 - Wavley Groves | Owner of EccoHollow Art and Sound 
Ep. 6 - Sarah Butterfield | Owner of Blue Mountain Coffees 
Ep. 5 - Katie Campbell Spurlock | Owner of H.L. Lang Jewelers
Ep. 4 - Gonzalo Accame | Owner and Operator of Gonzo’s Pollo 
Ep. 3 - Damon Strickland | General Manager of Crestline Hotels & Resorts at Staunton’s Hotel 24 South 
Ep. 2 - Sabrina Burress | Executive Director and Co-founder of ARROW Project 
Ep. 1 - Sarah Lynch | Owner of Baja Bean Co. and Founder of Queen City Mischief & Magic

Listen to Episodes Newsleader NBC29

https://www.wqsv.org/
https://www.stauntondowntown.org/staunton-stories/
https://www.newsleader.com/story/news/2021/03/22/new-radio-podcast-showcases-staunton-businesses-and-nonprofits-sdda-wqsv-collaboration/4796568001/
https://www.nbc29.com/2021/03/25/new-radio-show-shines-spotlight-people-behind-downtown-staunton/
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SDDA has continued to gain momentum and positive feedback for a new promotional campaign with 
the goal of making downtown Staunton more welcoming and inviting to visitors and community members 
to as they shop, dine, play and stay. The on-going BE YOURSELF in Downtown Staunton campaign 
features local community members photographed in various locations in downtown as they are holding 
large rainbow-themed umbrellas. Photography was provided by Queen City Photography. The SDDA 
continues to offer the BE YOURSELF umbrellas for purchase at $20 each for the adult size and $10 
each for the youth size. Umbrellas are available at the SDDA offices or online: www.stauntondowntown.
org. Proceeds from the BE YOURSELF umbrellas contribute to additional promotions, activities and 
happenings in downtown Staunton.

overview

Left: Posters using photos from the campaign were used in downtown kiosks to encourage visitors to the SDDA website. Top 
and Bottom Right: Two photos from the campaign show diverse indivduals and groups of friends enjoying downtown Staunton.

Be yourself
in downtown staunton

https://queencityphoto.com/
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Top Left, Middle and Right: Photos from the campaign show many different individuals enjoying downtown Staunton. Bottom 
Left: Greg A. Beam poses for a photo with one of  Santa’s reindeer and displays his “Be Your Elf” sweatshirt. Bottom Right: SDDA 
staff pose for a photo with Mr. and Mrs. Claus in their “Be Your Elf” sweatshirts.

In response to the success of the BE YOURSELF in Downtown Staunton campaign earlier this fall, the 
SDDA opted to release hoodies, printed locally by Tees to Go 2 with the phrase “Be Your ELF in Downtown 
Staunton” during the 2021 holiday season. Staff, volunteers and community members enjoyed wearing 
these quirky, fun, holiday hoodies which mentioned their favorite place... Downtown Staunton. The SDDA 
plans to relaunch the hoodie sales in October 2022 for next year’s holiday season. 

be your eLF in downtown staunton

https://teestogo2.com/
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Downtown is home

SDDA staff teamed up with John Craft to create a downtown promotional photo shoot. Nanny June Vintage 
Clothing and H.L. Lang Jewelers provided accessories for the family and the Book Dragon, Staunton Antique 
Center and Split Banana served as locations for the shoot.

overview

Left: Photos from the fall Downtown is Home campaign were used to create posters eventually placed in Downtown kiosks. Top 
Right and Middle: John Craft captured different scenes throughout Downtown Staunton for the fall campaign. Bottom Middle 
and Right: Layla Reid created Staunton ornaments for the SDDA to sell in benefit of downtown happenings.

SDDA presented the 2021 Staunton “Downtown is Home ‘’ 
Christmas ornaments, perfect gifts for the folks who love 
downtown! These beautiful ornaments were designed by 
Farmhouse Signs by Layla Reid. Proceeds benefit events and 
happenings in downtown Staunton.

staunton City ornaments

https://www.facebook.com/njvstaunton/
https://www.facebook.com/njvstaunton/
http://www.hllang.com/
https://www.thebookdragonshop.com/
https://www.facebook.com/StauntonAntiquesCenter/
https://www.facebook.com/StauntonAntiquesCenter/
https://www.thesplitbanana.com/
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Elfie squad

The Staunton Downtown Development Association  kicked off the holiday season with a little cheer, 
celebrating the many wonderful downtown businesses and organizations during Small Business Saturday, 
November 27. City Council honored Small Business Saturday with a proclamation at Council’s November 
11 meeting. SDDA Executive Director Greg Beam was in attendance to receive the proclamation. SDDA 
encouraged the community to shop, stay and play local in historic and hip downtown Staunton. SDDA 
revealed the 2021 “elfiesquad” videos through social media the week prior to Small Business Saturday. 
The “elfiesquad” is a group of youth and teen volunteers, from Staunton City Schools, who are dressed as 
cheerleader elves, bringing cheer to downtown business owners and customers.

overview

All Photos: Members of the Elfie Squad visit businesses throughout Downtown Staunton to spread cheer to patrons and 
business owners alike.
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partnerships

Continued Connection and Collaborations. SDDA staff have been communicating with other non-profits 
organizations (Staunton Augusta Art Center, Staunton Farmers’ Market, Augusta County Railroad Museum, 
Stonewall Brigade Band, Blue Ridge CASA and Woodrow Wilson Presidential Library & Museum) to add 
additional activities, music and experiences to downtown Staunton throughout the year. Throughout these 
conversations, SDDA continues to suggest ways in which the organizations can best partner on other 
projects in the coming months and further into 2022/2023, therefore making the best use of shared 
resources to develop new opportunities and experiences for our community.

overview

All Photos: Above are some, but not all, of the different organizations that SDDA has partnered with in 2021.
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ACtivity reports
July 1, 2021 - June 30, 2022
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FY22 Work Report
July 2021 - June 2022
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FY23 Work Plan
July 2022 - June 2023
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Main street reports
2021 Q3 - 2022 Q2
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CEntral business 
occupancy

VIEW ONLINE

https://www.stauntondowntown.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Copy-of-Copy-of-WORK-PLAN-FY22.pdf
https://www.stauntondowntown.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Copy-of-Copy-of-WORK-PLAN-FY22.pdf
https://www.stauntondowntown.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Copy-of-Copy-of-WORK-PLAN-FY22.pdf
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FY23 Budget

VIEW ONLINE

VIEW FY22 BUDGET

https://www.stauntondowntown.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/SDDA-Proposed-FY23-Budget-_-ANNUAL-REPORT.pdf
https://www.stauntondowntown.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/SDDA-Proposed-FY23-Budget-_-ANNUAL-REPORT.pdf
https://www.stauntondowntown.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/SDDA-Proposed-FY23-Budget-_-ANNUAL-REPORT.pdf
https://www.stauntondowntown.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/SDDA-BUDGET-FY20_21.pdf
https://www.stauntondowntown.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/SDDA-Annual-Report-2019-2020.pdf
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fy21 compiled 
financial statements

VIEW ONLINE

The following pages are the Compiled Financial Statements prepared by 
Didawick &  Co. as  the result of the SDDA’s annual audit. These statements are 
reflective of the organizations most recent fiscal year that ended on June 30, 
2021.

https://www.stauntondowntown.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/SDDA-Compiled-Financials-FY22.pdf
https://www.stauntondowntown.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/SDDA-Compiled-Financials-FY22.pdf
https://www.stauntondowntown.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/SDDA-Compiled-Financials-FY22.pdf
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