
SDDA END-OF-year report 2023 1

Staunton Downtown 
Development Association

End-of-Year report
July 2022 - June 2023



SDDA END-OF-year report 2023 2

OUR MISSION
As a Virginia Main Street non-profit, the Staunton Downtown 
Development Association nurtures a culturally vibrant and 
economically robust Downtown.  

The SDDA’s Vision is to connect customers, entrepreneurs, residents 
and visitors, making Downtown Staunton a genuine community hub.

OUR VISION

Photographs used throughout this report are courtesy of multiple talented, local 
artists. This includes: Geoff L Johnson Photography, Queen City Photography, John K. 
Craft, Mike Hoover, and Kyle Yates Photography.
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Agreement 
with the City of 

Staunton

VIEW ONLINE

The agreement linked below and on the following pages comprise the Fiscal 
Year 2023 (July 1, 2022 through June 30, 2023) agreement between the City of 
Staunton and the Staunton Downtown Development Association. This agreement 
is updated annually in June. 

https://www.stauntondowntown.org/report-to-city-links/
https://www.stauntondowntown.org/report-to-city-links/
https://www.stauntondowntown.org/report-to-city-links/
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Board of directors & STAFF

Len Doran
Immediate Past President, 
Organization Chair

P.O. Box 1481 
Staunton, VA 24401
(540) 849-4457
Len.Doran@gmail.com

Claire Richardson
Vice President

643 Parkview Ave. 
Staunton, VA 24401
(540) 294-5531
Claireavey@gmail.com

Liesel Crosier
Secretary

Associate VP for External Affairs
Mary Baldwin University
(540) 280-8702
lcrosier@marybaldwin.edu

Tammy Warren
Treasurer

38 North Central Ave.
Staunton, VA 24401
(540) 471-2166
Tammy.Warren@bankatcity.com

Jessica Godsie Sawyers
President, Promotions Chair

112 South New St. 
Staunton, VA 24401
(540) 466-0797
jesssaw@live.com

Sarah Lynch
Economic Vitality Chair

9 West Beverlet St. 
Staunton, VA 24401
(540) 292-2251
slynch1111@gmail.com

Brad Arrowood
Design Chair, City 
Council Liason

236 Fillmore St. 
Staunton, VA 24401
(540) 292-1998
bradarrowood@gmail.com

mailto:Len.Doran%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:Claireavey%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:lcrosier%40marybaldwin.edu?subject=
mailto:Tammy.Warren%40bankatcity.com?subject=
mailto:jesssaw%40live.com?subject=
mailto:slynch1111%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:bradarrowood%40gmail.com?subject=
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Michele Waitier
Assistant Executive 
Director

1 East Beverley St.
Staunton, VA 24401
(540) 332-3867
michele@stauntondowntown.org

Leslie Beauregard
Ex Officio

116 West Beverley St.
Staunton, VA 24401
(540) 332-3812
beauregardlm@ci.staunton.va.us

Greg A. Beam
Executive Director

16 S. New St, Apt C.
Staunton, VA 24401
(540) 332-3867
greg@stauntondowntown.org

Hannah Green
Marketing Freelancer

1 East Beverley St.
Staunton, VA 24401
(443) 684-0974
info@hannahjoyphotos.com

Ellen Ashby
Finance Manager

1 East Beverley St. 
Staunton, VA 24401
(540) 332-3867
bookkeeper@stauntondowntown.org

mailto:michele%40stauntondowntown.org?subject=
mailto:greg%40stauntondowntown.org?subject=
mailto:info%40hannahjoyphotos.com?subject=
mailto:bookkeeper@stauntondowntown.org
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Annual Report 
july 2021 - june 2022

VIEW ONLINE

Each year, the SDDA staff puts together an annual report for public consumption. 
This report goes over successes and lists the supporters from the previous fiscal 
year. This year, we highlighted the return of the Staunton Christmas Parade, 
new banners for Downtown, and the grand opening of the Space. All supporters 
listed have either paid into the SDDA membership plan, are property owners in 
the historic district or donated in some way to the organization. 

https://www.stauntondowntown.org/report-to-city-links/
https://www.stauntondowntown.org/report-to-city-links/
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EVENT REPORTs 
july 2022- June 2023

In lieu of the traditional activity reports, the SDDA has compiled all relevant  
information on  events and happenings that occurred from July through December 
2022. Each event will have relevant information and pictures included in heir 
report. Events in this section include:

• Shop & Dine Out in Downtown
• The Space
• The 4th of July Parade
• Annual Celebration
• Fall Happenings
• Veteran’s Day
• Staunton Christmas Parade
• Saturdays in December
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Shop & Dine out in 
downtown

SDDA entered the third season of the popular “Shop & Dine Out in Downtown” in coordination with the 
City Manager’s Office, as well as the City’s Tourism, Economic Development, Public Works and Police 
departments. The SDDA handled promoting the weekly initiative throughout the summer and fall of 2022 
through:
• Marketing & Promotions via social media and e-blasts 
• Sandwich boards used to designate curbside pick-up locations 
• Webpage listings for the community with all the pertinent information

During the past season, SDDA collaborated with the City of Staunton as adjustments were made to the 
program guidelines, allowing sidewalks to remain open to pedestrians during the weekend street closures. 
SDDA will meet with City of Staunton staff in January 2023, to review feedback and recommendations as 
well as plotting the return of the initiative in April 2023.

Overview

Top Left: The logo for Shop & Dine Out in Downtown, which first debuted in 2021. Bottom Left: BLU Point Seafood Co. is ready 
for a full weekend of outdoor patrons. Right: The view down Beverley Street during a Shop & Dine Out in Downtown weekend.

https://www.stauntondowntown.org/shop-and-dine-out-in-downtown/
https://www.stauntondowntown.org/shop-and-dine-out-in-downtown/
https://blupointseafoodco.com/
https://www.stauntondowntown.org/shop-and-dine-out-in-downtown/
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The Space

Swinging the spotlight to the debut of THE SPACE this summer, the SDDA presented A Lil’ Statler Brothers Exhibit 
Friday, July 1, 2022. This exhibit honored the Country Music Hall of Fame members and their roots in the Queen 
City. On special loan from the Statler Brothers and their families,  A Lil’ Statler Brothers Exhibit featured a variety 
of items and memorabilia from the group’s career that spanned four decades — which included some of their 
legendary costumes, stage equipment, books, a few never before seen photos and props from The Statler 
Brothers’ show on The Nashville Network. 

SDDA’s A Lil’ Statler Brothers Exhibit at THE SPACE offered visitors and residents an opportunity to step up, look 
through the glass (24 hours a day, 7 days a week) from either the New Street windows or inside the New Street 
parking garage. There was no access into THE SPACE for this particular exhibit, only the ability to lean in and 
look through the glass. Curtains opened on A Lil’ Statler Brothers Exhibit officially Friday, July 1 and ran through 
Labor Day 2022. 

Special Thanks to the Statler Brothers and their families, ShenanArts, Department of Housing and Community 
Development (DHCD), Virginia Mainstreet, Dwayne Brooks, BJ Waitier, John K. Craft, Jenna Brackman, Hunter 
Hanger, Michael Conner, City of Staunton (Government), Chip Clarke, and Sue Cornelius.

Overview

Top Left: A sandwich baord welcomes patrons to THE SPACE for ‘A Lil’ Statler Brothers Exhibit.’ Top Middle: The SDDA created this 
logo for the promotion of their first exhiit in THE SPACE. Top Right: A view of the exhibit in THE SPACE from the New Street windows. 
Bottom Left: Greg A. Beam cut the ribbon at THE SPACE to welcome the community to its first-ever exhibit. Bottom Right: The view 
of ‘A Lil’ Statler Brothers Exhibit’ from the street.

https://thestatlerbrothers.com/
https://shenanarts.org/
https://www.dhcd.virginia.gov/housing
https://www.dhcd.virginia.gov/housing
https://virginiamainstreet.com/
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Fourth of July parade

SDDA’s Little Truck Debuts at Happy Birthday America’s 4TH Of July Parade. The SDDA debuted their new 
“little truck” in Happy Birthday America’s 4th of July parade, promoting THE SPACE — with A Lil’ Statler 
Brothers theme. SDDA received two awards from the Happy Birthday America committee for the parade 
entry: God Bless America Award Nonprofit or Civic Club and Social Media Worthy Award (Most creative).

Overview

Top Left: The SDDA ‘Little Truck’ is debuted during Happy Birthday America’s Fourth of July Parade. Top Right: The SDDA Little 
Truck promotes THE SPACE’s first exhiit - ‘A Lil’ Statler Brothers Exhibit.’ Bottom Left: Two SDDA parade team members pose with 
their signs. Bottom Right: The SDDA parade team members pose with the new SDDA Little Truck.

july 4, 2022
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ANNUAL CELEBRATION
October 11, 2022

After a two-year hiatus, the SDDA opened the doors once again for an ANNUAL CELEBRATION which was 
held in the organization’s admin offices, located on the 2nd floor of 1 East Beverley Street. The drop in/out 
event was held 4-8 p.m., Tuesday, October 11, 2022. The casual event will provided property and business 
owners as well as community members the opportunity to celebrate recent downtown accomplishments, 
as well as look, share and discuss ideas and plans for the years ahead. The SDDA encouraged those 
interested in becoming more involved and sharing their time with the organization to drop in and chat 
with staff and other current volunteers. Mayor Andrea Oakes spoke briefly during the event and on behalf 
of Staunton City Council presented to Greg Beam, SDDA Executive Director with a City Proclamation, 
proclaiming Saturday, November 26, 2022 Small Business Saturday in the City of Staunton.

Overview

Left: The SDDA created promotional materials to invite the community to join them for their 2022 Annual Celebration. Top 
Right: Two visitors to the Annual Celebration chat while enjoying delicious appetizers. Bottom Right: Mayor Adnrea Oakes 
provided Greg A. Beam with a proclamation from the City of Staunton.
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Fall happenings
in downtown staunton

Building off of the success during the Fall Happenings campaign in 2020 and 2021, SDDA once again 
promoted fall happenings and fun in downtown Staunton during October, sponsored by DuPont Community 
Credit Union. Activities included: 

• Virtual Halloween Costume Contest - The SDDA partnered with Staunton Parks and Recreation 
Department to offer a virtual costume contest. Deadline to submit photos for the contest was October 
31, 2022. Prizes were awarded by SDDA in the following categories: Self-Made Costume, Purchased/
Store Bought, Group/Family, Just the Kids and Pets. Winners were announced November 2, 2022. 

• Pumpkin Scavenger Hunt - Participating downtown businesses hid/displayed pumpkins in their store 
windows October 15-31, 2022. Individuals and families had the opportunity to count the number of 
pumpkins and then were to submit their guesses online. A total of 24 downtown businesses participated 
in the 2022 Downtown Staunton Pumpkin Hunt. 

• The Legend of Staunton Hollow - Medieval Fantasies Company, in collaboration with the Woodrow 
Wilson Presidential Library and Museum, hosted three weekends of Halloween (Oct. 15, 22 and 29). The 
Gardens of the Woodrow Wilson Presidential Library were decorated as a scene from Sleepy Hollow 
from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. each Saturday. Photo opportunities included Sleepy Hollow Gravestones, Flaming 
Pumpkin, Spooky Tree, and Headless Horseman. There were also games and activities, including: Flaming 
Bridge, Cipher Decoding, Downtown Ingredient Quest, and Witch’s Cottage. Guests who decoded the 
cipher received a treat and those who were able to locate all 13 ingredients received a Legend of 
Staunton Hollow button. Guests were encouraged to wear costumes.

• Strolling Characters & Musical Guests - Multiple strolling characters and special musical guests 
were scattered throughout Downtown Staunton from 10a.m. to 2p.m. for three Saturdays in October 
(October 15, 22, and 29).

Overview

Left: DuPont Community 
Credit Union sponsored the 
Fall Happenings in Downtown 
Staunton in 2022.

Right: The SDDA created 
promotional materials to 
announce the Halloween costume 
winners.

https://www.mydccu.com/
https://www.mydccu.com/
https://www.ci.staunton.va.us/departments/parks-recreation
https://www.ci.staunton.va.us/departments/parks-recreation
https://www.medievalfantasiesco.com/
https://www.woodrowwilson.org/
https://www.woodrowwilson.org/
https://www.mydccu.com/
https://www.mydccu.com/
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Top Left: The 2022 ‘Store Bought’ costume winner poses for a photo. Top Middle: One of the ‘Kids Choice’ costume winners 
poses for a photo. Top Right: The ‘Group and Family’ categrory winners pose for a photo in their award-winning costumes. 
Bottom Left: The SDDA marketing team created promotional posters to announce the downtown Fall Happenings. Middle and 
Bottom Right: The two other ‘Kids Choice’ award winners pose for a photo in their costumes.
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Veteran’s Day
november 11, 2022

Every year thousands of military members leave the service and enter the civilian workforce, many 
becoming entrepreneurs and small business owners. SDDA encouraged the community to celebrate the 
entrepreneurial spirit and resilience of our veteran small business owners during National Veterans Small 
Business Week in early November.

The SDDA promoted Veterans Day-related happenings, events and promotions, as well as highlighting 
Veteran-owned downtown businesses through social media leading up to Friday, Nov. 11.

Recognizing the importance of Veterans Day, the SDDA has partnered with 29th Division Museum to create 
“A SALUTE TO VETERANS” display in THE SPACE. Uniforms displayed have been provided by the 29th 
Division Museum in Verona, Virginia. The Museum tells the story of Division from its origins as the Augusta 
County Militia in Staunton, Virginia in 1741 to the present day and of the citizen soldiers of the Valley.

“A Salute to Veterans” display at THE SPACE (35A S. New Street) ran October 22 through Nov. 14. This was 
a FREE 24/7 display.  THE SPACE is located at 35A South New Street, beside the Staunton Visitors Center. 
SDDA invited individuals to step up and take a peek through the glass to see the exhibit. 

SDDA recognized and promoted Veteran owned/operated businesses in downtown Staunton: Beverley 
Street Records & Collectibles, The Book Dragon Shop, Queen City Photography, Medieval Fantasies 
Company Gyfte Shoppe, Made; By the People, For the People, Beverley Cigar Store, Shenandoah Valley 
Brewing Company, Vic’s Eats, Staunton Olive Oil Company, Crucible Coffee Roasters, Pampered Palate 
Cafe and Ox-Eye Vineyards Tasting Room. 

SDDA also supported/promoted a community-wide Veterans Day card collection, organized by Thomas 
Fields VFW Post 7814 which helped to provide cards for nearly 200 veteran residents in local nursing homes/
facilities. Handmade cards, posters, and banners were welcome. Cards were picked up from collection 
points during early November.  

Overview

Left: The logo for the 29th Division Museum is displayed. Middle: Uniforms for different Military Services are proudly displayed 
during THE SPACE in honor of Veteran’s Day. Right: The SDDA created a logo to promote the Veteran’s Day display in THE SPACE. 

https://www.facebook.com/Beverley-Street-Records-Collectibles-460449577647651/
https://www.facebook.com/Beverley-Street-Records-Collectibles-460449577647651/
https://www.thebookdragonshop.com/
https://queencityphoto.com/
https://www.facebook.com/MedievalFantasiesCompanyMarketPlace/
https://www.facebook.com/MedievalFantasiesCompanyMarketPlace/
https://www.made-va.com/
https://beverleycigarstore.com/
https://www.shenvalbrew.com/
https://www.shenvalbrew.com/
https://www.facebook.com/vicseats/
https://stauntonoliveoilcompany.com/
https://cruciblecoffee.com/
https://www.oxeyevineyards.com/
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The Staunton Christmas Parade - A Storybook Christmas - returned to downtown Staunton on 
Monday, November 28, organized with support from the Staunton Kiwanis Club. The SDDA selected 
Frank Darcus to serve as the Grand Marshal of the Christmas Parade.  Mr. Darcus, a Veteran, 
retired law enforcement officer and long-time City of Staunton, VA – Government employee 
is known by many throughout our community as “Mr. Frank” through his 25+ years working with 
Staunton Parks & Recreation and involvement with various activities, events and organizations.

The parade was once again sponsored by Columbia Gas of Virginia. A record setting 117 
organizations/businesses (including Santa) participated in the 2022 parade. Parade goers 
cheered as Santa arrived in his sleigh along with his 9 reindeer with Rudolph lighting the way. 
Santa’s sleigh was sponsored by McKee Foods and pulled by Bobby’s Trash and Towing Services. 
An official ribbon cutting to kick-off the parade was held at 7 p.m. the night of the parade, led by the 
Grand Marshal, Mayor Andrea Oakes, SDDA staff and representatives of Columbia Gas of Virginia.

Overview

Staunton Christmas Parade
November 28, 2022

Top Left: Santa and his elves greet parade watchers during the 2022 Downtown Staunton Christmas Parade. Top Right: Mr. Greg 
A. Beam and Mrs. Michele Waitier pose for a photo with Mr. Frank Darcus, Grand Marshal of the parade. Bottom Left: Children 
wave from the windows on the Anna’s House bus during the parade. Bottom Right: A band member performs during the parade.

https://k00794.site.kiwanis.org/
https://www.columbiagasva.com/
https://www.mckeefoods.com/www
https://annashouseus.com/
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Saturdays in December
Dec. 2, 10, 17 | throughout downtown

The SDDA, with support from the Downtown community, created magical holiday gatherings throughout 
the month of December. Special ‘Santa Sites’ included: 

• December 3: Santa’s Sleigh & Reindeer in Candy Cane Courtyard at City National Bank, sponsored by 
City National Bank.

• December 10: Santa’s Cottage, located in Gingerbread Gardens at Woodrow Wilson Presidential 
Library & Museum. Fun activities, music and photo opportunities were sponsored by Sylvan Scapes.

• December 17: Santa’s Downtown Workshop, located at 35A South New Street (THE SPACE). Individuals 
stopped by, looked inside and captured a selfie with Santa, Mrs. Claus and friends, sponsored by Mary 
Baldwin University.

• Santa’s Mailbox at all Santa Sites: parents and children were encouraged to bring letters for Santa 
when visiting downtown during the December Saturday events. Santa’s mailbox was sponsored by 
Bankers Insurance.

• Photos with the Downtown Grinch: Folks were encouraged to visit the historic Wharf District in downtown 
Staunton and then venture to Woodrow Park (Sears Hill) for a few photos (and maybe a treat) with the 
Downtown Grinch, sponsored by CMA Valley Dealerships.

• Downtown Carriage Rides and photos with the SDDA Snow Court: Community members enjoyed a 
delightful downtown carriage ride from Lexington Carriage Company and photos with the SDDA’s 
Snow Court, sponsored by FIRST Bank.

 
Additionally, the SDDA supported the Staunton Farmers’ Market as the Winter Market returned to Staunton’s
historic Wharf district, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Saturday mornings on December 3, 10 and 17. Father and Merri 
Christmas were at the Wharf to greet and take pictures with the community and visitors during the three 
Saturdays in December.

Overview

Left: The Grinch poses for a photo with Santa at the Downtown Christmas Tree lot. Middle: Community members take a magical 
carriage ride during Saturdays in December. Right: A child places his letter to Santa in “Santa’s Mailbox” at the Gingerbread 
Gardens at Woodrow Wilson Presidential Library & Museum.

https://www.bankatcity.com/
https://www.bankatcity.com/
https://www.woodrowwilson.org/
https://www.woodrowwilson.org/
https://sylvanscapes.com/
https://marybaldwin.edu/
https://marybaldwin.edu/
https://www.bankersinsurance.net/
https://www.cartermyersautomotive.com/
https://www.fbvirginia.com/
https://stauntonfarmersmarket.org/
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Top Left: This graphic depicts the events for the month of December and was used to create sandwich boards. Bottom Left: Father 
and Merri Christmas posed for photos with community members during “Saturdays in December.” Top Right: Individuals pose for a 
photo with Santa during the “Santa’s Workshop” event. Middle Right: Sylvan Scapes sponsored the Gingerbread Gardens at the 
Woodrow Wilson Presidential Library & Museum. Bottom Right: Santa’s Workshop set up in THE SPACE for the Dec. 17th event.
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Saturdays in December
Candy cane courtyard | Dec. 3

Top Left: The SDDA created promotional materials for the Candy Cane Courtyard Santa Site on December 3rd. Bottom Left, 
Middle, Top Right: Community members pose for a photo with Santa and Mrs. Claus in their sleigh. Bottom Right: Volunteers 
from Court Appointed Special Advocates pose for a photo at their booth.

We enjoy being included in “Downtown”. The team here at City National  enjoys 
being part of the local community and giving of our time whenever possible. The 
interaction with the children and the excitement they have when they see Santa, is 
amazing…definitely gets us in the Christmas Spirit!  We very much enjoy the Candy 
Cane Courtyard event, and look forward to participating annually!  Our Customers 
Love this event, and the courtyard here at City National, works perfectly! 

- Ms. Tammy Warren, VP  Southern Shenandoah Valley Regional  Manager, City National Bank

https://www.bankatcity.com/
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Saturdays in December
Santa’s cottage at gingerbread gardens| Dec. 10

Left: Gingerbread men and women line the garden at the Woodrow Wilson Presidential Library & Museum. Top Middle: 
Santa poses for a photo woth WWPL volunteers. Bottom Middle: Sylvan Scapes sponsored the Gingerbread Gardens at 
WWPL. Right: Santa poses for a photo with a visitor.

Being a part of Downtown Staunton is special enough, but what Staunton Downtown 
Development adds to our town, is simply fantastic. First Bank jumped at the chance 
to be of part of their first-ever Snow Court and Christmas activities. To represent the 
prettiest downtown, in Virginia, it was a given. They are a huge asset to the jewel 
we live in and my hopes are to be a part of more of SDDA’s adventures in the future.

- Ms. Kodi Frye, AVP Regional Branch Manager at First Bank

https://www.fbvirginia.com/
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Saturdays in December
Santa’s Workshop| Dec. 17

Top Left: THE SPACE is decked out and ready for Santa’s Downtown Workshop on December 17, 2022. Top Right and 
Bottom Left: Santa poses for photos with visitors to his Downtown Workshop. Bottom Right: Santa’s elf works on building 
toys just in time for Christmas.
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Queen City Women’s Day
March 11, 2023

Left: Queen City Women’s Day was held on March 11th at Burrow & Vine in Downtown Staunton. Top Middle: Cynthia Easterling, 
Marie Thomas and Alice Woodspose for a photo during Queen City Women’s Day. Bottom Middle: Greg Beam and Michele 
Waitier pose for a photo, courtesy of Millpond Photography. Right: An exhibit visitor reads about inspiring women in Downtown 
Staunton.

A new pop-up event in downtown Staunton led by Megan Burrows of Burrow & Vine proved 
successful in spotlighting many of Staunton’s women owned and operated businesses. As 
a participant, the Staunton Downtown Development Association created an ELEVEN FOR 
MARCH 11 display at THE SPACE, featuring a few of the dynamic women leaders in the 
community. The display featured AnhThu Nguyen, Shenandoah LGBTQ Center; Sabrina Burress, 
The ARROW Project; Staunton City Manager Leslie Beauregard; Rebecca Simmons, Valley 
Children’s Advocacy Center; Sherri McKinney-Frantz, Blue Ridge CASA for Children; Susan 
Richardson, Valley Mission; Sara Outler, The Mosby Foundation; Pamela Mason Wagner, The 
Arcadia Project; Debra Freeman Belle, Boys & Girls Club of Waynesboro, Staunton, & Augusta 
County; Susie King, Alice Woods, Cynthia Easterling, Bertie Pannell, Marie Thomas and Jackie 
Jackson, Staunton-Augusta County African American Research Society; and Claudia Lopez 
Muniz and Kristen Cook, New Directions Center, Inc. The day of the event, SDDA welcomed 
community members in to learn more about these amazing leading women.

https://millpondphotography.com/
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Spring “Hoppenings”
and “that downtown chick”

During April, SDDA promoted the of return of the Staunton Farmer’s Market on Saturday mornings, as 
well as encouraged the community to come out for free photos with That Downtown Chick — one of 
the delightful family-friendly costumed characters from the SDDA. Following a rain-out on April 1, That 
Downtown Chick returned on Saturday, April 8, from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. to greet and take photos 
with the community. SDDA staff handed out plastic eggs filled with temporary tattoos and coloring 
sheets depicting That Downtown Chick. All the youth who submitted their coloring sheets on social media 
received gift cards to downtown businesses. SDDA again artnered with downtown businesses for the 
Staunton Downtown Egg Hunt. Businesses displayed eggs in their windows and participants submitted 
their guesses of how many eggs they spotted, following a map provided online by SDDA. Winners were 
contacted and notified that they would receive a gift card from SDDA at a business of their choosing.

Overview

Above: SDDA created sandwich board panels for all “Spring Hoppenings” and the appearance of “That 
Downtown Chick” Saturdays in April.
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Top: SDDA staff pose for a photo with “That Downtown Chick” outside the Staunton Farmer’s Market. Photography courtesy of 
Millpond Photography. Bottom Left: Coloring pages were available for free during visits from “That Downtown Chick”. Bottom 
Right: Farmer’s market visitors pose for a photo with “That Downtown Chick” - including a “That Downtown Chick” look-a-like!

https://millpondphotography.com/
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Marketing & 
Promotions
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Staunton Stories

SDDA partnered with 106.3 WQSV to continue the popular “Statunton Stories” radio series, spotlighting 
local business owners’ and communty members’ stories, strategies, and goals for the future. The radio 
series continues to be hosted by Greg Beam, SDDA Executive Director and produced by Ben Leonard, 
WQSV Station Manager. Staunton Stories airs on Thursdays at 6:00p.m. on 106.3 WQSV and are archived 
on the Staunton Downtown Development Association’s website.

Overview

Recent List of Episodes (New Episodes in Bold)
Ep 28 - Mark Reid
Ep 27 - Brenda Moore
Ep 26 - Darren Smith
Ep 25 - Amanda Drumheller
Ep 24 - Heather Leonard
Ep 23 - Jeremy West / Silver Line Theatre Exchange
Ep 22 - Benjamin K. Roe, President & CEO Heifetz International Music Institute
Ep 21 - John Matheny / Nu-Beginning Farm; The Store
Ep 20 - Molly Murphy / Queen City Music Studios and founding member of The Judy Chops
Ep 19 - Sandi Cararo /  The Book Dragon Shop
Ep 18 - Justine Juart Lunsford / Downtown Staunton Resident
Ep. 17- Pamela McCray / owner/director of Staunton Academy of Ballet
Ep. 16- Jonathan Wright / owner of Redbeard Brewing Company 
Ep. 15 - Jessica Sawyers / owner of Mill Street Body & Soul Day Spa 
Ep. 14   John Reece / owner of Yelping Dog Wine and CFO Trading Company 
Ep. 13 - Sherrie Brown / owner of Essentially Zen 
Ep. 12   Robin von Seldeneck, President & CEO, Woodrow Wilson Presidential Library & Museum 
Ep. 11 - Tarrod Dobbins / owner of Father & Sons Barbershop
Ep. 10 -Jim Call / owner of Queen City Photography
Ep. 9 - Sarah Skrobis / Director of the Staunton Public Library
Ep. 8 - Janie Ballurio / former owner of The Bookstack 
Ep. 7 - Wavley Groves / owner of EccoHollow Art and Sound 
Ep. 6 - Sarah Butterfield / owner of Blue Mountain Coffees 
Ep. 5 - Katie Campbell Spurlock / owner of H.L. Lang Jewelers
Ep. 4 - Gonzalo Accame / owner/operator of Gonzo’s Pollo 
Ep. 3 - Damon Strickland / General Manager, Crestline Hotels & Resorts at Hotel 24 South 
Ep. 2 - Sabrina Burress / Executive Director and co-founder of ARROW Project 
Ep. 1 - Sarah Lynch / owner of Baja Bean Co. and founder of Queen City Mischief & Magic

Listen to Episodes

https://www.wqsv.org/
https://www.stauntondowntown.org/staunton-stories/
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The SDDA team joined the Shenandoah LGBTQ Center for their annual Staunton Pride celebration. SDDA 
employees took their “Little Truck” to Gypsy Hill Park on October 23, 2022 to join the festivities. Here, 
community members posed for photos with the colorful props on the Little Truck. The SDDA used this 
opportunity to promote Downtown Staunton as a safe space for all.

Overview

staunton pride
october 23, 2022

All Images: The SDDA used their new Little Truck to set up a colorful space to promote their “Be Yourself in Downtown Staunton” 
campaign. Community members came by to visit and take photos with the decor.

https://www.shenlgbtqcenter.org/
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Continuing to add a little extra holiday charm and encourage shopping local during the holidays, SDDA 
recruited Michelle’s Wreaths & Trees to set-up in downtown Staunton for four weeks, selling fresh cut 
Christmas trees, wreaths and garlands. A portion of the proceeds from the sales were donated to SDDA.

Overview

Left: The SDDA created promotinal panels to advertise “Michelle’s Wreaths and Trees” Christmas Tree lot in downtown Staunton. 
Top and Bottom Right: Scenes from “Michelle’s Wreaths and Trees” in Downtown Staunton.

Christmas Tree Sales

https://www.facebook.com/michelleswreathsandtrees/
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Activity Reports
July 1, 2022 - June 30, 2023
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Central business 
occupancy
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Main street reports
quarters 3 & 4
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Quarter 4 Community Name: Staunton (SDDA) 
2022 Program Manager: Greg A. Beam

# Improvement Cost
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

$0

# Improvement Cost
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

$0

# Activity # Jobs*
1 new opening 2
2 expansion 5
3 new opening 2
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

9

# Activity # Jobs*
1 closing 2
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

2

# Hours
5500+

COMPLETED PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS

Source of Funds (no address - only direct source, e.g. Town of ABC)

Total

BUSINESSES OPENING AND EXPANDING EMPLOYMENT

Quarterly Report
Main Street Economic Development Data

email to: mainstreet@dhcd.virginia.gov

Year: 
Quarter

COMPLETED PRIVATE BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS

Business Name
Society for Victorian Arts and Culture
Magdalena Bake

Street Address (provide full address)
For description of activity, indicate only one  of the following: closing, reducing employees, or relocating outside district

For description of activity, indicate onlyoneof the following: new opening, expansion or retention/relocation within district

208 North Central Avenue
12B Byers Street

3 Byers Street

Total

Total number of hours spent by all Main Street Program volunteers (board, committee & special projects) this quarter

For description of improvements indicate only one  of the following: façade, signage, exterior, interior, new construction, or other

Street Address (provide full address)

Total

* Please list full-time jobs or full-time equivalents only.  Calculate full-time equivalents (FTEs) for part-time employees (e.g., 1 FTE = x part-time 
employees where their combined weekly hours total 35 or more).

Total

For description of improvement, indicate only one  of the following: streetscape, signage utilities, new facility/amenity, or other

Business Name
Basement on Byers

BUSINESSES CLOSING

22 South Coalter Street

Committee Meetings, Board, QCMM, Fall Happenings, Veteran's Day (the Space), Staunton Christmas Parade, Saturdays in December 

Street Address of Building (provide full address)

Kreative Graces

VOLUNTEER INVESTMENT
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Fy23 Work Plan

VIEW ONLINE

https://stauntondowntown.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/SDDA-Work-Plan_07.22-through-06.23.docx-2.pdf
https://stauntondowntown.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/SDDA-Work-Plan_07.22-through-06.23.docx-2.pdf
https://stauntondowntown.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/SDDA-Work-Plan_07.22-through-06.23.docx-2.pdf
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FY24 Proposed 
Budget

VIEW ONLINE

VIEW FY23 BUDGET

https://www.stauntondowntown.org/report-to-city-links/
https://www.stauntondowntown.org/report-to-city-links/
https://www.stauntondowntown.org/report-to-city-links/
https://www.stauntondowntown.org/report-to-city-links/
https://www.stauntondowntown.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/SDDA-Annual-Report-2019-2020.pdf
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COMPILED FINANCIAL 
STATEMENTS

June 30, 2022
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